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COVID-19 UPDATES:  
SCHAUMBURG TOWNSHIP OPERATIONS 

 

 The Township is still open - Monday - Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

 

 In-person appointments will be required. However, we continue to help clients remotely as 
much as possible.  

 

 All services and virtual programs will continue until further notice.  

 

 There will be no Deaf Social/Support Group gatherings for the rest of the year. Instead, we 
offer two weekly virtual Coffee Chats and Bingo games both on Sorenson Videophone. 

  

 We follow the social distancing standards and we require everyone to wear masks in the 
building. For those who are medically unable to wear a mask please contact us to assist you.  

  

 If you are not feeling well, showing any COVID-19 symptoms or have had exposure to 
COVID-19, please stay home and call us to reschedule. 

 

 Hand sanitizer stations are available for you to use.  
 

 The Township is committed to adding extra safety measures such as increased cleaning 
throughout the building with special attention to frequently touched surfaces.   

 
 

For further questions, please call the Township at 847-884-0030 or 224-520-9763 VP.   
Please visit our website: www.schaumburgtownship.org  
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FAREWELL TO MEGAN                   

CONWAY 
 

We like to wish Director of        
Senior and Disability Ser-
vices, Megan Conway, the 
best of luck as she starts her 
new job as Director of Aging              

Services at Hanover Township.   
For more than two years, Megan has been dedicat-
ing in serving older adults and individuals with 
disabilities and expanding the programs for                 
consumers at Schaumburg Township.  

 

Megan, we will miss you!  

FREE FACE SHIELD 
DISTRIBUTION 

 

The Illinois Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Commission (IDHHC) 
is distributing a free pack of 
five clear face shields to anyone 
who live in Illinois. Thanks to 

Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) 
which provided the face shields to IDHHC for distri-
bution.   
 

As of July 27, 2020, due to an overwhelming response 
for free face shields, IDHHC is unable to continue    
taking requests until further notice. Sign up for their 
listserv on https://www2.illinois.gov/idhhc/inside/
Pages/Contact.aspx, so you will get the notification 
when the registration is open.   

 
 

Good news! Schaumburg Township will be distrib-
uting clear face shields to Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
communities. Thanks, IDHHC, for the face shields! 
Limited quantities - First come, first served!  

For more information or if you are interested, please 
contact Sarita: sphadke@schaumburgtownship.org or 
224-520-9763 VP. 

 
 

“National Senior Citizens Day”  
 

August 21, 2020 
 
 

National Senior Citizens Day is to recognize the               
wisdom, leadership and achievements of our senior 
citizens. If you are looking for a way to do something 
special for them, here are a few ideas to celebrate this 
event: 

 Take time to spend with seniors you know. Listen 
to their fascinating stories of life, wisdom and        
experiences. 

 Call the loved ones and have a conversation. 

 Bring some homemade dish for the loved ones if 
you can. 

 

Happy National Senior Citizens Day! 
 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

SCAMS 

 

Governor Pritzker warned of 
a nationwide unemployment 

scam that may affect unsuspecting Illinois residents.  
If anyone who received a debit card or letter from the 
Illinois Department of Employment Security without 
filing for such a claim should not activate the card. 
They should contact the agency to report the potential 
fraud. Please call the Benefit Payment Control Divi-
sion is 800-814-0513.  
 

(Daily Herald, July 24, 2020) 

 
 

Illinois Department of Public Health 
(IDPH) and Dr. Ezike’s Three W’s will 
help prevent the spread of COVID-19 

all day and everyday! 

https://www2.illinois.gov/idhhc/inside/Pages/Contact.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/idhhc/inside/Pages/Contact.aspx
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Thank you, Sorenson, for the  

Virtual VP Chats! 
 

 

Great appreciation to the following presenters to keep 
attendees entertained during the COVID-19 pandemic!                 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Smita Kothari gave a fun and educational 
presentation on Indian Culture and Diversity. 

Smita showed many colorful Indian clothes and jewelry that were fascinated by the attendees. 
Also, she taught Indian ABC Fingerspelling. The audience asked Smita so many questions 
about India and its culture.   

 
 
 
 
  

 

     
 

James “JJ” Jones gave a great talk about his 
mime life, followed by his awesome, imagi-
native mime performances! Everyone had so 
much fun mimicking mimes taught by JJ!  

Check www.jjmime.com for 
more information and    
viewing photos and videos.   
Also, you can subscribe to 
view pictures and news on 
www.youtube.com/
jamesjjjones. 
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HELPFUL APPS FOR THE DEAF & HARD OF HEARING 
 

Text to Speech - Free app available on Apple Store 
for IPhone and IPad. This feature converts the text of 
word/sentence to speech. It is ideal when you place 
an order at a drive-through restaurant, inside restau-
rant or want to speak to a hearing person.   
 

Otter - Another free app on Apple Store.  It records 
and takes meeting notes in real-time.  It also provides 
live captioning to Deaf, Hard of Hearing or anyone 
with accessibility needs when someone talks in voice. 
10 hours free per month.   

 

& Ava - Accessible conversations for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  It captions any 
live conversation in any situation. 5 hours 
free per month. Visit www.ava.me.         

Attendees shared their favorite 
board games and even talked 
about the old or classic games 
during their childhoods.        

In honor of National Ice Cream 
Day, the attendees shared their      
favorite ice cream!  

We offer virtual educational workshops, 
discussions, fun activities, bingo games,  
socialization and much more on 
Sorenson Videophone.    
If interested or for more information, 
please contact Sarita: 
 224-520-9763 VP 

 sphadke@schaumburgtownship.org  

In honor of National Mango Day, 
we had mango fun facts and trivia. 
It was fun watching Anil Phadke 
demonstrating how to cut a mango! 

DOCUMENTARIES ABOUT 
DEAF COMMUNITY 

 

Netflix will show two documentaries     
centered around the Deaf community in 
the U.S.      
 

Deaf U - There will be 8 episodes of 
around 20 minutes. It is about a tight-knit 
group of Deaf students and the college 
life at Gallaudet University. It will           
premiere on October 9, 2020. 
 

Audible - Is a 36-minute film about the 
journey of Maryland School for the Deaf 
high school athlete Amaree McKenstry-
Hall. 
 

(From www.deadline.com) 

https://www.ava.me/


 

SNAP’S NEW INCOME GUIDELINES  
 

Below is the new income limits for the SNAP program (formerly Food 
Stamp) for households with a person over the age of 60 or with a disability:  
Gross Monthly Income Guidelines:  

* 1 person household - $2,082  

* 2 person household - $2,818  

* 3 person household - $3,555  
 

The Township staff can assist filing SNAP application for you. Call for more 
information or an appointment at 847-285-4541 V or 224-520-9763 VP.  
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LIHEAP PROGRAM  
 

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) assists low-
income households with gas and/or electricity bills. Schaumburg Township 
will take appointments starting August 17th and will accept both in-person 
appointments and remotely assistance.  For more information about the  
income guidelines or to make an appointment, call either Disability or  
Senior Department at Call 847-285-4541. 

BENEFIT ACCESS PROGRAM 
 

The Benefit Access Program is for discounts on license plate registration fee 
and RTA ride free transit pass. The income eligibility limits are:  
* $33,562 (1 person  in a household) 
* $44,533 (2 persons in a household)  

        * $55,500 (3 persons in a household)  
The applicant must be 65 years or older by December 31, 2020 or 16 - 65 years of age and totally disabled                
before January 1, 2020 and must be a resident of Illinois.  
If you already applied last year (2019), you do not need to re-apply until next year (2021). If you   applied in 
2018 or have not applied before, you would need to apply anytime before December 31, 2020. If you are not 
sure, please contact Sarita at 224-520-9763 VP and we can check for you and can even assist you in filing your 
application. 

FREE AND LOW-COST NURSE SERVICES 
 

At the Township, Nurse Janet offers several free and low-cost services available to the 
public! The services are: 

 A1C Testing by appointment; $12 fee (cash only) 

 Bone density, blood pressure and memory loss screenings - Free!  
 Diabetes support group and virtual programming - Free! 
 

For more information, please contact Nurse Janet Tuesdays - Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 847-285-4551 or jstachula@nch.org. 

TOWNSHIP’S FOOD PANTRY VISITS 
 

The Township’s food pantry is available for those who are in need of food during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. The pantry is set up for clients to shop for the items their 
family needs.   
The hours are Monday - Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. It will be in the GYM.     
Clients can visit the pantry twice a month. They will need to make an appointment 
by calling 847-884-0030 Ext. 1013. For more information or concerns, please         
contact Amy Fillmore at 847-884-0030.   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deaf Line is published monthly. Any agency, organi-
zation, or group may reprint any of our articles provided 
proper credit is given by name of newsletter and date.   
 
Address: Schaumburg Township Deaf Services                        
One Illinois Blvd., Hoffman Estates, IL 60169-3314 
 
Phone: 224-520-9763 VP; 847-285-4541 V; 847-884-
0030 V; 847-884-1560 Fax 
 
Website: www.schaumburgtownship.org 
 

 
Disability Services 

 
Lauren Ewan—Public Relations/Event Coordinator:                   
847-884-0030 ext. 2025; lewan@schaumburgtownship.org 
Sarita Phadke—Deaf Services Coordinator: 224-520-9763 
VP; sphadke@schaumburgtownship.org                       
Ami-Nell Scurry—Benefit Specialist: 847-884-0030 ext. 
2022; ascurry@schaumburgtownship.org 
Sharon DeMarchi-Belter—Benefit Specialist: 847-884-0030 
ext. 2024; sdemarchi-belter@schaumburgtownship.org 
 

 
Township Officials 

 

Timothy M. Heneghan—Supervisor                                           
Diane Dunham—Trustee                                                         

Jeffrey S. Mytych—Trustee                                                  
Nimish Jani—Trustee    

Charlotte Kegarise—Trustee  
W. Robert Vinnedge—Clerk                                                     

John R. Lawson, C.I.A.O.—Assessor                                                                                                                             
Scott M. Kegarise—Highway Commissioner                         

 

 
Schaumburg Township is a Selection Center for 
the Illinois Telecommunications Access Corpora-
tion (ITAC) Program (Amplified Phones, Cell 
Phone Amplifiers, CapTel Phone and TTYs).  
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FREE AMPLIFIED 

PHONES AND 

CELL PHONE                       

AMPLIFIERS 
 

 

The Illinois Telecommunications Access Corpora-
tion (ITAC) offers free amplified phones and two 
cell phone amplifiers for qualified Illinois resi-
dents with a certified hearing loss.  
Schaumburg Township is a Selection Center. Due 
to COVID-19 pandemic, we do not accept any 
walk-ins to test phones until further notice. We 
can assist with the phone questions/forms and to 
schedule an appointment to test the phones. You 
can view phones or for more information at 
www.itactty.org. For questions, contact the Disa-
bility Services at 847-285-4541.  

SHIP PROGRAM 
 

The Senior Health Insur-
ance Program (SHIP)            

offers free individual counseling services at local 
sites throughout Illinois. There are trained volun-
teers who can assist with various Medicare issues. 
There are several SHIP counselors at Schaumburg 
Township who can assist you in any way. Sarita 
Phadke is one of the SHIP counselors.                               
For an appointment, call 847-884-0030; 224-520-
9763 VP. 
 

SHIP is not affiliated with any insurance                    

company. SHIP counselors do not sell or solicit 

any type of insurance. 

 

Follow & like us - @TOSDeafServices 

PACK THE BUS 
 

Schaumburg Town-
ship hosts a school 
supply drive for             
District 54 low-
income students.  

Donations are accepted in many ways: 

 No contact drop-off through the end of August 
at Schaumburg Township 

 Ship supplies directly to the Township. Access 
the wish list at https://bit.ly/3f2YTeo 

 Monetary donations are welcome. Proceeds 
will help District 54 purchase items not             
received.   

 

Check www.schaumburgtownship.org or call 847-
884-0030 for more information.  



 

 
  
Schaumburg Township Deaf Services 
One Illinois Boulevard 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 
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 Saturday, August 8  - Community Shred Day, 9 to 11 a.m. 
 

 Tuesday, August 18 - No Deaf Social/Support Group 
 

 Friday. August 21 - National Senior Citizens Day! 

 

 
 

 

 Virtual VP Coffee Chat  

Every Monday at 1 p.m. & Wednesday at 2 p.m. 

Virtual VP BINGO GAMES  

Every Tuesday & Thursday at 1 p.m. 


