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COVID-19 UPDATES:  

SCHAUMBURG TOWNSHIP OPERATIONS 
 
 

 We are now entering the Phase 4 Revitalization. It means gatherings of 50 people 
or fewer are allowed; indoor dining at restaurants, bars, health & fitness centers, 
museums, zoos and movie theaters reopen; childcare and schools reopen under 
guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health; travel resumes; the use of 
face covering, hand washing, and social distancing continue to be required. (For 
details, visit www.dceocovid19resources.com) 

 

 The Township is still open - Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
 

 In-person appointments will be required. However, we continue to help clients   
remotely as much as possible.  

 

 All services and virtual programs will continue until further notice.  
 

 There will be no Deaf Social/Support Group gatherings for the rest of the year.   
Instead, we offer two weekly virtual Coffee Chats and Bingo games both on 
Sorenson Videophone.  

 

 We follow the social distancing standards and we require everyone to wear masks 
in the building. For those who are medically unable to wear a mask please contact 
us to assist you.   

 

 If you are not feeling well, showing any COVID-19 symptoms or have had expo-
sure to COVID-19, please stay home and call us to reschedule.   

 

 Hand sanitizer stations are available for you to use. 
 

 The Township is committed to adding extra safety measures such as increased 
cleaning throughout the building with special attention to frequently touched     
surfaces.   

 
 

For further questions, please call the Township at 847-884-0030 or 224-520-9763 VP.   
 

Also, please visit our website: www.schaumburgtownship.org  
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.selwood.somerset.sch.uk%2Fnews%2F2020-03-18-important-notice-the-school-has-been-closed-for-year-7-year-8-for-the-next-two-days&psig=AOvVaw2iHAJItjB1DiXeh9vzLNru&ust=1591713721250000&source=images&cd=
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ELECTION INFORMATION 
 

As you may or may not know, the Presi-
dential Election will be held this year on 
November 3rd.  
 

Vote by Mail - Mail ballot applications will be accept-
ed starting August 5th.  Any registered suburban Cook 
County voter with a driver’s license, state ID or social 
security number on file may request a mail ballot  
using an online or paper application. 
 

Early Voting - Will take place October 19 - November 
2, 2020.  
 

For details, visit www.cookcountyclerk.com. In addi-
tion, you will find the link for voters who live outside 
the suburban cook county. 

NEW COMMISSIONER  
 

Rachel Arfa is appointed by 
Mayor Lightfoot as a new 
Commissioner of Mayor’s  
Office for People with Disabil-
ities starting July 6th. Rachel is 
well-known as an advocate for 
accessibility in the nation’s  

political and legal systems and cultural spaces. She 
has been a staff attorney at Equip for Equality (EFE) 
representing clients with disabilities in employment 
discrimination and civil rights cases. Also, she made 
the motion using ASL and spoken language for 10 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing attorneys to be admitted to 
the U.S. Supreme Court bar.   

 

Congratulations, Rachel! 

 

Schaumburg Township will be closed on Friday, July 3, 2020 
for the Independence Day Holiday! 

 

 

Have a wonderful and safe holiday! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ada25chicago.org%2Fmember%2Frachel-arfa%2F&psig=AOvVaw0tvcHGr5XJLHheciFs6Foc&ust=1591900677955000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCco6Xy9-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Thank you, Sorenson, for the  

Virtual VP Chats! 
 

Also, great appreciation to the following presenters to keep 
attendees entertained during the COVID-19 pandemic!  

 
 
Gary Etkie gave a valuable talk about 
Deaf of Deaf (DOD) and Deaf of Hear-
ing (DOH). In addition, Gary also shared 
general information about Deaf people, 
culture and Deaf President Now (DPN).  
Thank you, Debbie and Michael Davis, 
for taking good pictures! 
 

Bingo players showing off their stuff animals!  
 

     
 
 

     
 

Rosemary Edwards gave a good presentation 
about her artwork and photography. The photographs, 
specially nature, were stunning. 

Show & Tell was the most popular activity 
with an unique story each person narrated!      

Carmen Aguilar shared her amazing     
experience moving to USA from Ecuador 
as well as her hometown Deaf people &  
education/culture. She demonstrated a brief 
cooking class of Ecuadorian food.   
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July 26, 2020 marks 
the 30th Anniversary of 
the signing of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). 

BENEFIT ACCESS PROGRAM 
 

The Benefit Access Program is for discounts on         
license plate registration fee and RTA ride free transit 
pass. Applications submitted through July 15th must 
use 2018 income to file. After July 15th, applications 
must use 2019 income. If you need assistance or for 
income eligibility, please contact Sarita: 224-520-
9763 VP. 
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FARMERS MARKET  
RETURNS 

 

Schaumburg’s 2020 Farmers Mar-
ket, featuring locally-produced 
fruits, vegetables, baked goods 
and more, will run every Friday 
through October 30, 2020, from 7 
a.m. to 1 p.m., in the parking lot of 

Trickster Art Gallery in Town Square, 190 S. Roselle 
Road, Schaumburg.  
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the market will look 
quite different this season: 

 There will be a special time for shoppers over the 
age of 65 years between 7 & 7:30 a.m.  

 Operating as an “In-and-Out” market only. There 
will be hand sanitizing stations each at entrance 
and exit. People are asked to sanitize hands before 
entering and upon leaving the market.  

 Face coverings are required at all times. 

 No cash transactions. Only debit or credit cards 
are acceptable.   

 There will be no entertainment, music or commu-
nity programming. No seating will be available. 

 Pets and bikes will also not be permitted at the 
market.  

For more information a complete new safety protocols 
and operating procedures, visit : 
www.villageofschaumburg.com/our-village/farmers-
market or call 847-923-3855. 

NEW DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ADVOCATE 
 

CHS has a new Domestic Violence (DV) Advocate,  
Gabriella Shapiro. She can assist you virtually or in 
person as needed, including assistance with orders of 
protection. Gabriella can be reached at 773-904-0143 
or gshapiro@anixter.org.   

FREE INCOME TAX  
ASSISTANCE 

 

As Tax season is getting closer, quali-
fied Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of 
Hearing (DDBHH) individuals and 

families can receive free tax return preparation at CHS 
in Chicago. The deadline for tax filing and paying 
2019 federal income taxes is July 15, 2020. CHS is 
still open, and in-person services require appoint-
ments. To schedule an appointment or for questions, 
please contact Michelle Mendiola: 773-904-0155 VP 

2021 IAD CONFERENCE 
 

Illinois Association of the Deaf (IAD) announced the 
date/location of their 2021Conference.  

 Date: June 11 - 12, 2021 

 Location: Northfield Inn, Suites & Conference 
Center, Springfield, IL. 

This year, the conference will be a two-day affair  
instead of 3-day. Check www.iadeaf.org occasionally 
for conference updates.  

SEPTEMBERFEST CANCELLED 
 

The Village of Schaumburg announced with regrets 
that its annual Septemberfest festival is cancelled due 
to ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. On the bright side, 
they are planning a great event to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of Septemberfest next year! 

SORENSON’S GROUP 
CALL  

 

Sorenson’s Group Call got big-
ger. It now allows for 10 people instead of 5 people.  
Interested to learn tips? Call Sorenson at 1-866-756-
6729. 

TOWNSHIP’S FOOD PANTRY VISITS 
 

Beginning July 6, 2020, the Township’s food pantry will return to a client choice shopping model. Clients will need 
to make an appointment by calling 847-884-0030 Ext. 1013. The new hours are Monday - Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. It will be in the GYM. Clients may visit the pantry twice a month.  For more information or concerns, please 
contact Amy Fillmore at 847-884-0030.   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deaf Line is published  monthly. Any agency, organization, 
or group may reprint any of our articles provided proper credit 
is given by name of newsletter and date.   
 

Address: Schaumburg Township Deaf Services                        
One Illinois Blvd., Hoffman Estates, IL 60169-3314 
 

Phone: 224-520-9763 VP; 847-285-4541 V; 847-884-0030 V; 
847-884-1560 Fax 
 

Website: www.schaumburgtownship.org 
 

Disability Services 
 

Megan Conway—Director: 847-884-0030 ext. 2020;                 
mconway@schaumburgtownship.org                                                

Lauren Ewan—Public Relations/Event Coordinator:                   
847-884-0030 ext. 2025; lewan@schaumburgtownship.org 
Sarita Phadke—Deaf Services Coordinator: 224-520-9763 
VP; sphadke@schaumburgtownship.org                       
Ami-Nell Scurry—Benefit Specialist: 847-884-0030 ext. 
2022; ascurry@schaumburgtownship.org 
Sharon DeMarchi-Belter—Benefit Specialist: 847-884-0030 
ext. 2024; sdemarchi-belter@schaumburgtownship.org 
 

Township Officials 
 

Timothy M. Heneghan—Supervisor                                           
Diane Dunham—Trustee                                                         

Jeffrey S. Mytych—Trustee                                                  
Nimish Jani—Trustee    

Charlotte Kegarise—Trustee  
W. Robert Vinnedge—Clerk                                                     

John R. Lawson, C.I.A.O.—Assessor                                                                                                                             
Scott M. Kegarise—Highway Commissioner                         

 

Schaumburg Township is a Selection Center for the 
Illinois Telecommunications Access Corporation 
(ITAC) Program (Amplified Phones, CapTel Phone 
and TTYs).  
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FREE AMPLIFIED 

PHONES AND 

CELL PHONE                       

AMPLIFIERS 
 

 

The Illinois Telecommunications Access Corpora-
tion (ITAC) offers free amplified phones and two 
cell phone amplifiers for qualified Illinois resi-
dents with a certified hearing loss.  
Schaumburg Township is a Selection Center. Due 
to COVID-19 pandemic, we do not accept any 
walk-ins or appointments to test phones until fur-
ther notice. But we can assist with the phone ques-
tions/forms. You can view phones or for more  
information on www.itactty.org. For questions, 
contact the Disability Services at 847-285-4541.  

SHIP PROGRAM 
 

The Senior Health Insur-
ance Program (SHIP)            

offers free individual counseling services at local 
sites throughout Illinois. There are trained volun-
teers who can assist with various Medicare issues. 
There are several SHIP counselors at Schaumburg 
Township who can assist you in any way. Sarita 
Phadke is one of the SHIP counselors.                               
For an appointment, call 847-884-0030; 224-520-
9763 VP. 
 

SHIP is not affiliated with any insurance                    

company. SHIP counselors do not sell or solicit 

any type of insurance. 

PACE FARE COLLECTION 
 

As of June 22, 2020, all riders will be required to 
pay fares on all Pace bus routes, On Demand ser-
vices, Dial-a-Rides, and ADA Paratransit services. 
They will monitor demand and be prepared to  
reintroduce services as resources allow and people 
return to work and regular activities. They will 
deep clean and sanitize vehicles daily, clean high 
touch surfaces throughout the day, provide opera-
tors with PPE, and limit seating where possible to  
encourage social distancing. For riders, please 
wear a facemask, cover your cough, stay home if 
you are sick, give operators and other riders space, 
board and take your seat promptly, use Ventra 
Card to pay fares and reconsider unnecessary  
travel.  
For more information about Pace’s response to 
COVID-19, visit www.PaceBus.com/Health. 

 

Follow & like us - @TOSDeafServices 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 
 

Deadline for  
Income Tax:  

 

July 15, 2020! 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MTguMjMxODU0NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5wYWNlYnVzLmNvbS9oZWFsdGgifQ.i698U0FCmJIn_De6vdIlkP0D-smNMTpob7kxRNY96MI/s/952633490/br/800504


 

 
  
Schaumburg Township Deaf Services 
One Illinois Boulevard 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 
 
 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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 Friday, July 3 - Schaumburg Township Closed  
 

 Saturday, July 4  - Independence Day 
 

 Wednesday, July 15 - Last day to file for Income Tax 
 

 Tuesday, July 21 - No Deaf Social/Support Group 
 

 Saturday, July 25 - Virtual Summer Celebration (see page 5) 
 

 Sunday, July 26 - ADA’s 30th Anniversary  

 
 

 

 
Virtual VP Coffee Chat  

Every Monday at 1 p.m. & Wednesday at 2 p.m. 

Virtual VP BINGO GAMES  

Every Tuesday & Thursday at 1 p.m. 


