
DEAF LINE 
MAY, 2008 

Schaumburg Township Deaf Services & Deaf Hands 
Scrapbooking, Inc.                                              

Hosts  

 “MAKE & TAKE”      
(CRAFT-MAKING CLASS) 

Monday, May 5, 2008                                    
5:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

At: Schaumburg Township, Board Room (upper level),                     
One Illinois Blvd., Hoffman Estates, IL 

• You will make 6 different beautiful greeting cards using rubber-stamping 

techniques and take them home!  The theme is Birthday, Mother’s Day, 

Father’s Day, Sympathy, Thinking of You, and Thank you.   

• There is a minimal cost for the materials - $15 per person (in advance); $20 

(at the door). 

• Proceeds goes to the 1st Deaf Scrapbook Expo. 

• Light snacks & drinks will be served. 

• Deadline for payment: April 28, 2008 

For more information, contact the following people:                                               
* Carol Nemecek-Kowalski & Kim Mokris: deafhandssb@gmail.com                          

* Sarita Phadke: 847-884-1560 TTY/VP. 
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OUR NEXT TWO DEAF SUPPOOUR NEXT TWO DEAF SUPPOOUR NEXT TWO DEAF SUPPOOUR NEXT TWO DEAF SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGSRT GROUP MEETINGSRT GROUP MEETINGSRT GROUP MEETINGS    
 
For our next Deaf Social/Support Group meetings, we will have outings in both May and June 2008. 
 

 
• Tuesday, May 20, 2008 – It will be a field trip to Chocolate Factory Tour in Buffalo Grove.  You will learn 

about the history of its candy kitchen and see incredible chocolates being produced during the guided tour.  The 
tour takes an hour approximately.  It is limited to 20 people.  Meet at the Chocolate Factory place (333 Lexington 
Drive in Buffalo Grove, IL). The cost per person is $1. RSVP is a must. Hurry – first come, first serve! 

 
• Tuesday, June 17, 2008 – It will be “walking and enjoying the early summer” at the Spring Valley Nature 

Sanctuary in Schaumburg.  It has 135 acres of restored prairies, woodlands, wetlands and trails. Meet at the 
center (1111 E. Schaumburg Road) at 1p.m. (be on time).  If the weather is bad, we will meet at Schaumburg 
Township.  RSVP is a must. 

 
For each event, please RSVP to Sarita at 847-884-1560 TTY/VP or sphadke@schaumburgtownship.org Email. 

    

 
CDHHCC’S NEXT PRESENTATION 

 
Chicago Deaf & Hard of Hearing Cultural Center 
(CDHHCC) will host its second presentation of the 
year-long presentation series focusing on the 
inspiration, success, achievements and leadership of 
Deaf & Hard of Hearing people.  
Robert Schleifer (Deaf) who is a prominent actor & 
acting coach, will talk about his experience and 
achievements on Saturday, May 10, 2008, 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m., at St. Francis Borgia Deaf Center, 8025 W. 
Addison Ave, Chicago, IL. Voicing will be interpreted 
for hearing families and captioning will be provided 
for hard of hearing attendees.  It is a free presentation.  
For more information, contact Michele Cunningham: 
cdhhcc@yahoo.com Email or check the website: 
www.embracedeafculture.org    

 

NEW HOUSING FACILITIES 

 

Balsam Terrace and Spruce Manor are two newly 
constructed low-income housing facilities situated in 
Jacksonville, IL, and owned by Volunteers of America 
(VOA).  They are targeted to the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing individuals and/or couples.   
Balsam Terrace facility is for persons who are 62 years 
old and older while Spruce Manor facility is for 
persons with disabilities who are 18 years and older.  
There are on-site laundry services, activities, and 
friendly staff (including Deaf staff and Deaf 
maintenance person).  The facilities are close to the 
shopping centers.  Each unit is equipped with light 
flasher devices alerting the residents of doorbell 
ringing.  To find out the availability of a rental unit, or 
eligibility, contact 217-245-1350 V/TTY/VP; 217-245-
1353 Fax; balsam_spruce@verizon.net Email 
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NEW IDHHC COMMISSIONERS 
 
The Illinois Deaf & Hard of Hearing Commission 
(IDHHC) is pleased to announce the appointment of 
two new commissioners – Marc Siegel and Emma 
Danielson.  The IDHHC bid a fond farewell to these 
commissioners, Sheri Cook and Ron Sipek.  You can 
meet the new commissioners at the IDHHC meeting on 
May 29, 2008, from 1 to 5 p.m., at the IDHHC office, 
1630 S. Sixth Street, Springfield, IL. 
Congratulations, Marc and Emma!  
 
DSA 2011 CONFERENCE IN CHICAGODSA 2011 CONFERENCE IN CHICAGODSA 2011 CONFERENCE IN CHICAGODSA 2011 CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO    

Chicago won the bid of hosting the Deaf Seniors of 
America (DSA)’s Conference in 2011.  The official 
date for the DSA 2011 Conference is August 31 – 
September 6, 2011 in Chicago downtown.   Pam 
Wojcik is the conference Chairperson and Mark Feder 
is the Assistant Chairperson.  If you would like to 
participate on the DSA 2011 committee or volunteer, 
please let Pam (dsa2011wojcik@aol.com) or Mark 
(dsa2011feder@aol.com) know.   

 
ITAC PROGRAMITAC PROGRAMITAC PROGRAMITAC PROGRAM    

Our ITAC Selection Center is available for Amplified 
phone, CapTel phone, & TTY viewing or testing.  
ITAC’s program distributes FREE phones and TTYs to 
any Illinois resident with a certified hearing loss, and 
local residential phone service. There are four different 
amplified phones from which to choose. In addition, 
there is the CapTel (captioned phone) loan program.  
Or more information, call 847-884-0030 ext. 2025 V 
or 847-884-1560 TTYVP. 

FOREVER STAMPSFOREVER STAMPSFOREVER STAMPSFOREVER STAMPS    

On May 12, 2008, the postage stamps will increase to 
42 cents. Forever stamps purchased before May 12th 
are valid after the price change.  Don’t forget! 

 

 
Schaumburg Township Deaf Services would like to 
thank the following presenters for their wonderful 
presentation on “Immigration Policy/Procedures” on 
April 21st:   

• Carmen Aguilar  
• Haydee Garcia 

 
NEW ITAP REPRESENTATIVE 

 
JulieAnn Chavez is the new District 1 representative 
to the Illinois Telecommunications Access Program 
(ITAP) Advisory Council with her three-year term 
starting April 24, 2008.  As the representative from 
your District, you may contact her if you have any 
question, concerns, or comments regarding to Illinois 
Relay and Equipment programs managed by the 
Illinois Telecommunications Access Corporation 
(ITAC).  ITAP is an advisory council along with a 
liaison person from the Illinois Commerce 
Commission to provide feedback with the ITAC board 
that is made up of telephone company personnel plus 
one Deaf/Hard of Hearing consumer. 
Here are the other ITAP representatives: 
District 1 
Kate Kubey, Chairperson 
Carol Nemecek-Kowalski 
JulieAnn Chavez  
 
District 2 
Hershel Jackson 
 
District 3 
Susan Dramin-Weiss, Asst. Chairperson 
 
District 4  
Marilyn Harbison 
 
District 5 
Libby Bernth 
 
To get the contact information of any representative 
above depending on location, call ITAC at 1-800-841-
6167V/TTY.  
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INSURANCE FOR HEARING AIDSINSURANCE FOR HEARING AIDSINSURANCE FOR HEARING AIDSINSURANCE FOR HEARING AIDS    

 
Many health insurance companies in Illinois do not 
pay for hearing aids.  Most elderly people cannot 
afford to buy hearing aids because of cost.  Also, many 
parents are overwhelmed by the cost of hearing aids 
for their young children who have hearing losses.  So if 
you want to have hearing aid coverage by insurance 
companies, you can: 
• Contact your State Senators & Representatives by 

sending an email, calling, or writing to them.  
Mention how important this issue is to you.  You 
can search your local elected officials online: 
www.elections.il.gov/districtlocator/selectsearcht
ype.aspx  

• Email your story about hearing aid insurance 
problems to: hearingaids2008@gmail.com.  If you 
do not have email, you can send to Julie Chavez, 
DuPage CIL, 739 Roosevelt Road, Building 8, 
Suite 109, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137.  

• Stay in touch by visiting 
http://hearingaidaction.wordpress.com  

• Join the Yahoo listserv at: 
http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/hearingai
ds2008/  

 
WANT TO RENT FOR LESS? 

 

For the first time in 10 years, low and moderate-
income families or individuals will have a chance to 
get the rent relief they need on the housing of their 
choice.  Through RentBetter, also known as the 
Chicago Housing Choice Voucher Program, 40,000 
residents will be chosen to be on a Wait List for 
vouchers that will allow them to pay only 30 to 40% of 
their adjusted income in rent for housing in the private 
market.  To get on the Wait List, individuals or 
families must register for a lottery; registration opens 
until May 15th.  After that, 40,000 names will be 
randomly chosen by a computer for the Wait List and 
will be contacted to determine if they meet the income 
requirement and other criteria. The income limits range 
from $26,400 a year for an individual to$49,750 a year 
for a family of 8.   
You can either register online or by paper.  For more 
information or registration forms, go to 
www.rentbetter.org or call the hotline: 312-786-3676 
V, Monday through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.    

 
GOLFING EVENTS 

 
Here is a list of several golfing tournaments & outings 
in Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin:  

 
� 10th Annual Central Deaf Golf Association 

(CIDGA) on Saturday & Sunday, June 7 & 8 at 
Gibson Woods Golf Course in Monmouth, IL. For 
more information, contact Bob Dramin at 
CIDGA@aol.com Email or 217-243-7232 
TTY/FAX/VP. 

  
� 28th Annual Illinois Deaf Golfers Association 

(IDGA) on Saturday & Sunday, June 21 & 22, 
2008, at Chapel Hill Country Club in McHenry, IL.  
For more information, visit www.ildga.org or 
contact Lisa Roth at treasurer@ildga.org Email. 

 
� 13th Annual Bloomington/Normal Deaf Club on 

Saturday & Sunday, July 12 & 13 at Wolf Creek 
Golf Club in Pontiac, IL.  For more information, 
contact Bill Curtis at BNDC2005@aol.com or 
Judith Clark at JAG1602@aol.com 

 
� 61st Annual Midwest Deaf Golfers Association 

(MDGA) & 44th Midwest Deaf Ladies Golfers 
Association (MDLGA) on August 2 – 6, 2008, at 
Copper Creek Golf Course & Toad Valley Golf 
Course near Des Moines, IA.  For more 
information, visit www.mdga1947.org 

 
� PJ Sportz 8th Annual Swing for Sight Golf Classic 

benefiting Hope for Visions on Friday, August 15, 
2008, 10 a.m., at Bliss Creek Golf Course in Sugar 
Grove, IL.  For information, call 630-865-6213 or 
pj@hopeforvision.org Email. 

 
� Bi-Annual IDGA Outing benefiting IDGA Youth 

Golf Camp Fundraising at Western Lakes Golf 
Course on Saturday & Sunday, September 27 & 
28, 2008, in Pewaukee, WI.  Check www.ildga.org 
frequently to get details.  
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DEAF BILINGUAL COALITION 

CONFERENCE 
 

The Deaf Bilingual Coalition (DBC) will host its first 
Annual DBC Conference on June 27 – 30, 2008, at the 
Hyatt Regency, 333 W. Kilbourn Avenue in 
Milwaukee, WI.  DBC’s mission promotes the basic 
human right of all Deaf infants and young children to 
have access to language and cognitive development 
through American Sign Language (ASL).   
The conference will have workshops and presentations 
by keynote speakers, exhibits, entertainment, and 
children’s activities.  It is FREE, but registration is 
required.  To register, go to the website: 
www.deafbilingualcoalition.com, print the 
registration form, and mail to: DBC Education 
Conference, 3045 140th Avenue, NE, Ham Lake, MN 
55304.   
For more information, email: deafblingual@gmail.com  
 

     
FUN KAYAKING TRIPFUN KAYAKING TRIPFUN KAYAKING TRIPFUN KAYAKING TRIP    

 
The Chicago Hearing Society (CHS) will host Fun 
Kayaking Trip for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and 
Hearing (age 10 and up). Paddle down through 8 miles 
of scenic areas of DuPage River and watch for 
wildlife.  This fun trip will be held on June 15th, from 
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., at McDowell Grove Forest 
Preserve in Naperville.  Wear comfortable clothes and 
bring your own lunch, towel, sunscreen, and water 
bottles (no glasses allowed).  Also, bring extra clothes 
to be left in car.  The cost per person is $20. Sign up by 
June 2nd.  If interested, go to the CHS website: 
www.chicagohearingsociety.org to print two forms or 
for more information.  For further information, contact 
June Prusak: 773-248-9174 TTY, 773-248-9176 Fax, 
or jprusak@anixter.org Email.   
 

CULTURAL EVENTS 
 

 
The Deaf European American Association of Chicago 
(DEAAC) will host an event: Polish Day ~ Polski 
Dzien, on Saturday, May 3, 2008, 3:30 to 6 p.m., at 
Czerwone Jabluszko’s Red Apple restaurant, 3121 N. 
Milwaukee Avenue in Chicago.  The cost per person is 
$20 (including DEAAC Social Night at City Lights); 
$15 per teen (12 to 17 years); $8 per child (6 to 11 
years).  Cash only at the door.  For more information, 
contact Demir Bekiri: 773-745-9788 VP or 
dbekiri7daeap@yahoo.com Email. 
 

 
The Illinois Deaf Latinos Association (IDLA) will 
sponsor an event – Cinco de Mayo on Saturday, May 
3, 2008, 4:30 to 9 p.m., at St. Francis Borgia Deaf 
Center, 8025 W. Addison Ave, Chicago. There will be 
Mexican food, folk dance, games, piñata, trivia, arts & 
crafts, raffles, and homemade salsa contest.  If 
participating in the contest, bring a big bowl of salsa.  
The cost is $8 (adult); $5 (seniors & college students); 
$4 (13 – 17 years); $2 (6 – 12 years); free (under 5). 
For more information, contact Maria Hernandez at 
mabelmih@hotmail.com or 773-832-1555 VP. 

 
SAVE THESE DATES 

 
� July 15th – 18th Anniversary ADA Celebration: 

“ADA Live the Dream”, at James R. Thompson 
Center in Chicago 

 
� July 17th – AccessChicago at Navy Pier in 

Chicago, IL. 
 
Details about these events will be announced in the 
next newsletter as they become available. 
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ANOTHER SORENSON VRS BOOTH 

The Deaf Access Program from Mt. Sinai Hospital 
now has 2 Sorenson VRS booths, which are located in 
Mount Sinai Hospital’s front lobby at 1501 S. 
California Ave and Schwab Rehabilitation Hospital at 
1401 S. California Ave (across street from Mount Sinai 
Hospital).  These VRS booths will allow Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing patients to make phone calls to their 
families and friends from the hospitals.   

 

ORGAN/TISSUE DONATION 

 
Everyday in the United States, about 77 people receive 
organ transplants. But 19 others die while waiting for 
an organ transplant because of the shortage of donated 
organs.  More than 95,000 people are in need of an 
organ for transplant.  There are several ways that you 
can take action  to identify yourself as a donor: 
• Register with your State Donor Registry  - 

www.ilsos.gov/organdonorregister or with your 
local Secretary of State facility. 

• Mark your decision on your driver’s license. You 
can do this when you get your license for the first 
time or when you renew it. 

• You can fill out and sign a donor card. Have 
witnesses sign it and then carry it with you.  You 
can find the donor card online: 
www.organdonor.gov/pdf/newdonorcard.pdf  

 
Be sure that you discuss with your family and help 
them understand your wish to be an organ/tissue donor 
before a crisis happens.  Then, they will be prepared to 
serve as your advocate for your donation. 
 

 
FRIENDLY REMINDER 

 
If you have not applied for the Illinois Care Rx, apply 
as soon as you can.  For information about it, call 847-
884-1560 TTY/VP or 847-884-0030 V.   
 
The Illinois Care Rx (Circuit Breaker) 2007 Program 
provides assistance (grant, prescription drugs, and 
license plate discount) for eligible senior citizens and 
persons with disabilities.  
 

 
 

Deaf Line is published monthly. Any agency, 
organization, or group may reprint any of our articles 
provided proper credit is given by name of newsletter 
& date.   
 
Address: Schaumburg Township Deaf Services,  
One Illinois Blvd., Hoffman Estates, IL 60169- 
3314 
 
Phone: 847-884-1560 TTY/VP; 847-884-0030 V; 

 847-884-0039 FAX 
 

Email: sphadke@schaumburgtownship.org 
 gbartnicke@schaumburgtownship.org 
 bsargent@schaumburgtownship.org 
 lperschon@schaumburgtownship.org  
  
Website: www.schaumburgtownship.org 

 
Disabled Services 

Gerry Bartnicke – Director: 884-0030 ext. 2020 
Bonnie Sargent – Assistant Director: 884-0030  
ext. 2022 
Sarita Phadke –Deaf Services Coordinator/ 
Editor: 884-1560 TTY/VP 
Lauren Perschon – Executive Assistant: 884- 
0030 ext. 2025 

 
Township Officials 

Mary Wroblewski – Supervisor 
Timothy Heneghan – Clerk 

Diane Dunham – Trustee 
Susan Giannone – Trustee 
Richard Taccini – Trustee 
Scott Kegarise – Trustee 
John Lawson – Assessor  

     Robert Fecarotta – Highway Commissioner 
Margaret (Peggy) Franklin – Collector  

 
Schaumburg Township is a Selection Center for the 
Illinois Telecommunications Access  
Corporation (ITAC) Program (TTYs, CapTel 
Phone, and Amplified Phones)    



 
 

 
DEAFLINE       
SCHAUMBURG TOWNSHIP DEAF SERVICES 
ONE ILLINOIS BLVD.     
HOFFMAN ESTATES, IL 60169-3314 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 

� Monday, May 5 – Make & Take at SCH TWP, 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. RSVP is required. 

 
� Friday, May 9 – Deaf Chat Coffee Gathering at Starbucks, Streets of Woodfield, 

Schaumburg, 7 – 11 p.m.  

 
� Tuesday, May 20 – No Deaf Social/Support Group Meeting at SCH TWP. See below (May 

21st)  

 
� Wednesday, May 21 – Deaf Social/Support Group’s Outing to the Chocolate Factory Tour 

in Buffalo Grove, IL.  

 
� Wednesday, May 28 – Township Board meeting at SCH TWP, 7 p.m. 
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