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Starting February 17, 2008l U.S. TV stations will stop broadcastinganalog
format and will transmit only idligital instead. Digital television signals and digita
television sets use a newer technology that resuttauch clearer pictures and better
sound quality. Also, it will free up signals foseiby emergency responders and als
more programming options.
The switch to DTV (Digital TV) in 2009
* Will affect people who have an analog TV set
* Will not affect people who have a digital TV set
* Will not affect people who subscribe to pay teston services (provided by a cable, satellite,
other pay TV service).
Consumers have three optidnsexplore before making decisions: Keep youstaxy analog TV an
buy a TV converter box that can be plugged intoryidd and will keep it working even after
February 17, 2009; connect to cable, satellitetloeropay service; buy a new digital TV.

For details, check the following websites:

* www.dtv2009.gov

* www.dtvanswers.com

* www.iadeaf.org/alert.html
For those who do not have computer access, cad-888-388-2009 Voice, 1-877-530-2634 TTY
(English), or 1-866-495-1161 TTY (Spanish).




Here are the tentative dates for the Deaf
Social/Support Group meetings for the first

months of 2009. The group always meets the

3 Tuesday of each month, from 1 to 3 p.m
Schaumburg Township, Board Room, One
lllinois Blvd., Hoffman Estates, IL.
*January 20th

February 17th

March 17th

April 21st

May 19th

June 16th
These dates are subject to change, so plea
RSVP. 847-884-1560 TTY/VP; 847-884-003
Fax; sphadke@schaumburgtownship.org
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Customers will no longer be required to visi
DHS’ local offices for Link Card services.
They can call the lllinois Link Help Line at
1-800-678-5465 for replacement cards or tc
select a Personal Identification Number (Pl
The cards will be mailed to the address in tf
DHS system. So it is important to report any
address change to the caseworker as soon
possible, so cards will be mailed to the right
addresses.

NEW LAWYER

Elizabeth Gastelum (Deaf from Springfield)
passed the July lllinois bar exam and just recei
the license to practice law in the State of lligoi
on November 6, 2008. She graduated from

Southern lllinois University School of Law. She
o

has a private law practice, providing legal seri
in estate planning, business law, and interprets
malpractice. If you would like to receive adver-
tisements from her firm, send an email to

.Gastelum@thegastelumlawfirm.com. Also, s
can provide free seminars on topics such as: B
Planning; Small Business Formation & Opera-
tion; Protecting Your Identity; and Confidentiali
Considerations when Using Sign Language Int
preters. Congratulations, Elizabeth!

Our ITAC Selection Center is available for Amp
fied phone, CapTel phone, and TTY viewing of
testing. ITAC’s program distributes FREE pho
and TTYs to any lllinois resident with a certified
hearing loss, and local residential phone servig

There are 4 different amplified phones from whig

to choose. In addition, there is the CapTel
(captioned phone) loan program. For informati
call 847-884-0030 ext. 2025 Voice or 847-884-
1560 VP/TTY.
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If you are over the income amounts for the
LIHEAP program, NICOR offers energy
assistance through the Salvation Army, for
those individuals whose monthly income is
under $1,733 for 1 person and $2,333 for a
person household. Contact the Salvation At
at 847-392-0265 V.

SRecycling Avenue (run by physically challenge
adults), accepts small electronics such as cell

phones, DVDs, game consoles, print cartridges

digital cameras, and video recorders, and laptgps

Monitors, printers, PCs, or toner cartridges will
not be accepted. They will also run electronic

recycling drives at your office, city, school, tow
synagogue or village. Scouts & student assist3
is always welcome. For more information, call
847-951-1607 Voice.




Shopping Safety- When you are shopping, be sure to shop witimdisérelatives. Be alert in
crowded places and watch out for pick pocketinge pitkpockets prefer revolving doors,
jammed aisles, elevators, and public transportatiops. Keep a close eye on your children.
Carry only your driver’s license, personal cheaksnpecessary credit or debit cards. Carry a
clutch purse tightly under your arm or wallet ifr@ent pocket of your pants. Watch purchaseg
purses when eating in food courts. Take advardéganall locker to store packages.

Parking Safety— Park your vehicle in a well lit/highly visibleesa. Do NOT park next to vehicleg
with dark tinted windows. Lock all your valuabliesthe trunk of your car. Be alert for peoplg
who may be following you. When you return to the teave your keys in your hand and be
ready to unlock the door. Leave the store with itheot alone. Ask security to escort you to
your car if you feel uncomfortable.

Candles Safety- Candles have become increasing popular. Unfatély, it has sparked a trend
fires and fire deaths in lllinois. Preventionhe tkey to safety. Keep your family safe by
following the tips — Keep candles away from comllistmaterials; blow out the candles whe
leaving a room or going to sleep; do not put casmdlenindows where blinds or curtains can
close over them; do not use them in places wheldreh/pets could knock them over; never
leave a child alone in a room with a lit candleg flashlights during a power outage which is
much safer light source than candles.

Christmas Tree Safety— A real tree can pose a fire hazard. Try to $eldesh tree by looking for
one that is green. The needles of pines/spruaaddbend not break. Stand your tree away
from fireplaces, radiators, and other heat sourtfiegou use an artificial tree, pick the one (g5
and labeled as fire resistant). Do not run cortdeurugs. Turn off all lights on trees and
decorations when you go to bed or leave the house.

Take advantage of the free accessible shuttlecegerWoodfield Area
Trolley, to go between Woodfield area retail cesitespecially when the holidays are here. Troll4
service runs Monday through Friday, 12 - 9pm; Sttyy 10am — 9pm; Sunday, 11am — 6pm. Fd
more information, call 847-923-3880 Voice.

2

S CLEAR VISION PROGRAM

www.dsa2011-chicago.org

Schaumburg Township’s Road and

Bridge Department will host th@élear Vision Program
this year with the cooperation of SWAFis program §~D“0 i
offers free car washes to Schaumburg Township resi ' Tl
dents. It is designed to create a safer situatitron the {QKGE
roads by removing the obstruction caused by salt arn
snow built-up during the winter months. This evenit
be held every Saturday in January and Februaryg,2(
from 9 a.m. to Noon, at the Township Parking LateQ |-
lllinois Blvd in Hoffman Estates. Bring a pantry
donation. For more information, call 847-884-1560
TTY/VP or 847-884-0030 V.
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CapTel users can benefit from some of th
exciting new technology that has recently
become available. By using a “smartphon
or mobile device that has Internet access,
you can now see captions of your phone
calls even when you are away from your
CapTel phone. To see captions of your ¢
you need two things: Telephone (it can bg
cell phone, cordless phone or any kind of
phone) and mobile device with Internet
device.

Using the mobile device, go online to the
WebCapTel site of your choice. Enter the
phone number you will be speaking/listen
on. Then enter the number of the person
are calling to. Then click on “Place Call”.
WebCapTel sets up the call between you
the other person, then displays captions g
the mobile device. You simply talk/listen
over one phone while reading captions on
the mobile device. WebCapTel supports t
following devices—Apple 3Gi Phone, HT(
Mogul, MotorolaQ9C, Treo800w, and may
work on other devices that use Windows
Mobile 6 or Apple Mobile Safari.

So far, two companies offer WebCapTel
service. Visit either site to learn more or tc
make a call at: www.sprintcaptel.com or
www.hamiltoncaptel.com.

(CapTel News, Fall 2008)
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Here is a list of the DeafNation Expos scheduled
with tentative dates in 2009!

2/21—Greensboro, NC  5/02—Pomona, CA
3/07—Austin, TX 9/26—Secaucus, NJ
3/14—Orlando, FL 10/3—Oklahoma City, QK
13/21—Kansas City, MO 10/10—Pleasanton, CA
4/04—Phoenix, AZ 10/17—Portland, OR
4/18—Atlanta, GA 11/07—Chicago, IL
4/25—Indianapolis, IN

Check the website: www.deafnation.com

-

\
It is not too late to attend th

gg\
N/ signed/voiced performance
“Annie”, by CenterLight
Theatre for Young Performers. This show
will be held December 3—14, 2008, at thq
International Center on Deafness, Black
Box, 614 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL.
The cost of tickets is $8 per adult and $5
child (12 and under). Contact the Box Offi
for tickets: 847-509-8260x234 Voice or 84
509-8257 TTY.
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A new schedule of 2009 Schaumburg Deaf Chat
Coffee has been set. The gathering is alwaysthe
Friday of the month from 7 — 11 p.m., at Starbuck|
Coffee, Streets of Woodfield, 601 N. Martingale
Road, Schaumburg. There will be 3 drawings for |
coffee every month!

The gathering dataa 2009 are:

January 9th July 10th

February 13th August 14th

March 13th September 11th

April 10th October 9th

May 8th November 13th

June 12th December 11th

For information, contact Priscilla Anderson: pris-
anderson38@yahoo.com; Dick Gratzke: ilcman@
comcast.net; Cindy Kermath: ckermath@tmail.co

Schaumburg Township Supervisor Mary
r Wroblewski & the Township Officials wist
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ecember 2008

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

DSSP Meeting at
Anixter Center,
Chicago; 9am-Noon
(773-248-9174
TTY)

3

Joliet Deaf Senior
Christmas Party at
Republic Banquet
Hall, Joliet; 11am-
4pm

4

Rockford Senior
Christmas Party at
Hoffman House in
Rockford; 11:30am

5

Deaf Chat Coffee af]
Starbucks, 1125 Rt.
31, Crystal Lake;
6-11pm

6

Holiday Party
for Disabled
Kids/Families
at SCH TWP
in Hoffman
Estates; 12 pm
(RSVP is
needed)

~

Deaf Support
Group Holiday
Brunch Outing
at Millrose
Restaurant in
South Barring-
ton, 11am;
847-884-1560

11

St. Francis Deaf
Senior Christmas
Party at Poretta’s
Banquet, Chicago,
1lamto 4 pm

12

Deaf Chat Coffee at
Starbucks in
Streets of Wood-
field, Schaumburg;
7-11 pm

13

WSAD Gold
50+ Christmas
Party at Diplo-
mat West
Banquet Hall
in Elmhurst;
11:30am

14

15

Signing Santa at
Westfield Chicago
Ridge Mall, 444
Chicago Ridge Mall
(95th & Ridgeland)
Chicago Ridge, IL;
9am-3pm

16

Deaf Social & Sup-
port Group at SCH
TWP, Hoffman
Estates; 1-3pm;
RSVP: 847-884-
1560 VP/TTY

17

SCH TWP Board
Meeting at 7pm;
Interpreter pro-
vided upon 2
weeks' notice (847-
884-1560 TTY/VP)

18

19

Deaf Chat Coffee af]
Starbucks, 1050 N.
Route 83, Munde-
lein; 7-10 pm

20

* “The Snow
Queen” at
Victory Gar-
dens Theater,
Chicago; 3pm
(773-870-0682
TTY)

21

Winter Begins!

Hanukkah
begins at sun-
down

22

Happy Hanukkah

23

24

25

SCH TWP
CLOSED
(CHRISTMAS
DAY)

26

SCH TWP
CLOSED
(CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY)

Kwanzaa Begins

27

28

31

IDLA's New Year's
Eve Party at Casa
Margarita Mexican
restaurant in La
Grande, IL; 6pm to
2am
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Drive through animated winterland scenes

featuring thousands of dazzling lights. See

different displays including a twinkling “EIf
Toy Factory” display and “World’s Largest
Light Tunnel”. This event will be displayed;
December 1—140pen Thursday—Sunday
only.

December 15— January 1, 20@pen nightly
including all holidays.

This event will be held at the Arlington Par
Race Track, 2200 W. Euclid in Arlington
Heights, IL. The admission cost is $10 per
(Monday —Thursday) and $12 per car
(Friday—Sunday). Visit the website to che
the times and also to print $2 discount cou
which is available for weekday shows only
Proceeds benefit children and adults with
developmental disabilities. Call 847-577-
4646 Voice for more information or check
www.clearbrook.org

pa@bartnicke @schaumburgtownship.org

Schaumburg Township is a heatin
center and is open Monday throug
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.
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Deaf Line is published monthly. Any agency, organi
tion, or group may reprint any of our articles pdad
proper credit is given by name of newsletter artd.da

Address Schaumburg Township Deaf Services
One lllinois Blvd., Hoffman Estates, IL 60169-3314

Phone 847-884-1560 VP/TTY; 847-884-0030 V; 847
884-0039 Fax

Website www.schaumburgtownship.org

ar Disabled Services

KGerry Bartnicke —Director: 847-884-0030 ext 2020;

Bonnie Sargent—Assistant Director: 847-884-0030 ext.
2022; bsargent@schaumburgtownship.org
Sarita Phadke—Deaf Services Coordinator: 847-884-
1560 TTY/VP; sphadke@schaumburgtownship.org
Lauren Perschon—Executive Assistant: 847-884-003
ext. 2025; Iperschon@schaumburgtownship.org

Township Officials

Mary Wroblewski— Supervisor
Timothy Heneghan—Clerk
Diane Dunham—Trustee
Susan Giannone—Frustee
Richard Taccini—Trustee
Scott Kegarise— rustee
John Lawson—Assessor
Robert Fecarotta—Highway Commissioner
Margaret (Peggy) Franklin—Collector

Schaumburg Township is a Selection Center for
the lllinois Telecommunications Access Corporat
tion (ITAC) Program (Amplified Phones, CapTel
Phone and TTYSs).

The Monthly Deaf Line newsletter is free for Schaurburg
Township residents and all agencies & organizations
serving the Deaf & Hard of Hearing consumers. Dedfine
and Ablegram newsletters can be viewed on Schaumbgr
Township’s website. For non-residents, the subscrijpn

(11 issues) is $22.
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Saturday, December 6 Holiday Party for Disabled Children & Families at SCH TWP, 12 p.m

Tuesday, December 16 Beaf Social/Support Groupat SCH TWP, 1 to 3 p.m. (RSVP: 847-88
1560 VP/TTY)

Wednesday, December 17 Fewnship Board meetingat 7 p.m.

Monday, December 22 -Happy Hanukkah

Thursday & Friday, December 25 & 26 S€EH TWP CLOSED (Christmas Holidays)
Friday, December 26 -Happy Kwanzaa

Wednesday & Thursday, December 31 & January 1, 26(CH TWP
CLOSED (New Year Holidays)
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